
Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
 

Work programme January 2016 – Dissolution 2016 
 
Introduction 
1. The Infrastructure and Capital Investment (ICI) Committee has agreed the 
following work programme. This document will be updated to reflect the ongoing 
work of the Committee. 
 
Inquiry 
Circumstances surrounding the closure of the Forth Road Bridge 
2. The Committee is undertaking an inquiry into the circumstances surrounding 
the closure of the Forth Road Bridge on public safety grounds in December 2015. 
Specifically, the Committee will examine the management, monitoring and 
maintenance of the Forth Road Bridge principally in the 10 year period prior to its 
closure.  
 
3. The Committee has issued a call for written evidence asking for any 
information or views pertaining to the management, monitoring and maintenance of 
the Forth Road Bridge. The Committee will also hold a series of oral evidence 
sessions in January and February 2016 with a view to publishing a report on its 
findings prior to dissolution in March 2016. 
  
Legislation 
The Private Housing (Tenancies) Scotland Bill 
4. The Committee published its Stage 1 report on the Bill on 14 January and the 
Stage 1 debate took place on 22 January. The Committee will consider the Bill at 
Stage 2 over February, with Stage 3 expected to take place in March. 
 
 
Scotland Bill 
5. As the Scotland Bill progresses through the UK Parliament, it will trigger the 
requirement for a Legislative Consent Memorandum (LCM) to be lodged in the 
Scottish Parliament by the Scottish Government. The LCM will primarily be 
considered by the Devolution (Further Powers) Committee. Subject committees will 
be invited to provide views to the Devolution (Further Powers) Committee on the 
proposals contained within the Bill that are relevant to their respective remits. The ICI 
Committee has an interest in the draft clauses extending further powers to the 
Scottish Parliament in the following areas: 
 

• the devolution of Air Passenger Duty 
• OFCOM strategic priorities 
• Maritime Coastguard Agency strategic priorities 
• Northern Lighthouse Board strategic priorities 
• Public sector bids for rail franchises 
• Speed limits and road traffic signs 

 
6. The Committee agreed in September 2015 to monitor the progress of the 
clauses of the Bill that are relevant to its remit, whilst noting that there will be an 
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opportunity for it to take a formal view on the proposed new powers when the LCM is 
introduced. 
 
Other work 
Digital participation and infrastructure 
 
7. The Committee has continued to consider the issue of broadband 
infrastructure in Scotland since publishing its report into the availability and roll-out of 
digital infrastructure and broadband in Scotland in March 2012. On 9 September the 
Committee received an update from the Deputy First Minister, John Swinney, on the 
continued roll out of broadband and how it is being accessed where available. 
 
Transport 
 
General update 
8. In October 2015 the Committee received its most recent update on the 
Scottish Government’s transport priorities from the Minister for Transport and 
Islands. The Committee expects to receive a further update in March 2016 on a wide 
range of transport initiatives, such as active travel, road and rail improvements as 
well as a further update on Glasgow Prestwick Airport. 
 
Forth Replacement Crossing 
9. Construction of the Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) started in the autumn 
of 2011 and the Committee continues to scrutinise this project by receiving written 
and oral updates from the FRC Project Team approximately every six months. The 
most recent evidence session took place on 16 September 2015, in advance of 
which the Committee sought views from local community groups to help inform the 
questions for the Project Team. The Committee expects to receive a further update 
from the FRC Project Team in March 2016.  
 
Network Rail/Abellio ScotRail alliance 
10. Following the Committee’s work on accessing Scotland’s major urban railway 
stations, the Managing Director of ScotRail, Phil Verster, said that he would be 
willing to make regular appearances at the Committee to update it on progress being 
made by the new alliance. The Committee expects to receive an update from Mr 
Verster in March 2016. 
 
Housing 
 
General update 
11. On 21 January 2015 the Committee received an update on the Scottish 
Government’s housing priorities from the Minister for Housing and Welfare. The 
Committee will receive a further update from the Minister on ongoing housing issues 
in March 2016. 
 
Procurement  
 
12. Following its scrutiny of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill, the 
Committee agreed to continue to monitor the implementation of the resultant Act and 
the transposition of the related EU Directives on procurement by the Scottish 
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Government. The Committee took evidence from the Cabinet Secretary at its 
meeting on 17 June 2015. The Committee will then consider the resultant regulations 
as they are laid before the Parliament throughout January and February 2016. 
 
Petitions 
 
13. The Committee currently has two open petitions. PE1236 on A90/A937 safety 
improvements will be considered again prior to dissolution, as appropriate. PE1539 
on housing associations to come under Freedom of Information will be included in 
the Committee’s legacy paper for its successor committee to consider further in 
Session 5. 
 
Jason Nairn 
Assistant Clerk 
January 2016 
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